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Thank you for the letter of 14 June, and for the careful scrutiny the Committee gave to this 
package of regulations. 
 
You have asked that we report to the Committee by June 2019 to evaluate how effective this 
new right to buy has been, and how the views of communities and landowners have been 
taken into account. I believe this will be an effective way to gauge how well the regulations 
are operating, and I have instructed my officials to monitor uptake of this right to buy. We will 
report by June 2019 on the basis requested by the Committee. 
 
Guidance to accompany the regulations is currently being drafted. I am keen that this 
guidance is clear, concise and useful to communities. My officials will provide the Committee 
with a copy of it when it is published. 
 
The Committee’s report asks how I intend to address the concerns raised in relation to ‘harm 
to the environmental wellbeing of a relevant community’. Officials are currently considering 
how best to give effect to the issues raised, particularly how to allow the kind of social 
considerations identified by some stakeholders to be taken into account. The two main ways 
in which this might be achieved are through amendment of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 
2003 or through regulations made under Part 5 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2016.  
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As we are currently developing the Part 5 regulations, officials are examining whether that 
offers a route to achieve our desired outcome. We expect to be in a position to update the 
Committee on the viability of this option when we report on the Part 3A community right to 
buy. If this is not considered a satisfactory solution, officials will then turn their attention to 
exploring whether amending Part 3A is a viable option.  I will provide an update to the 
Committee in due course. 
 
   
 
 

    
 
    Roseanna Cunningham 
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